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DRIBBLING

DRIBBLE CRITERIA

• Player in control of the ball (Holding ball using both hands, ball comes to rest on either hand)
• Throws, taps, rolls or bounces ball on the court

DRIBBLE STARTS

Gains control 
of the ball

Bounces ball 
on to the court

Touches the 
ball again
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DRIBBLING

DRIBBLE ENDS

Player touches the ball with 
both hand simultaneously

Permits the ball to come to 
rest in one or both hands



DRIBBLING

DURING DRIBBLE

Player 
• may not place any part of his hand under the ball and carry it from one point to 

another or 
• bring the ball to a pause and then continue to dribble
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DRIBBLING

DURING DRIBBLE

Ball may be throw into the air provided the ball touches the court or another 
player before the player who threw it touches it again with his hand
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DRIBBLING

DURING DRIBBLE

There is no limit to the number of steps a player may take when the 
ball is not in contact with his hand
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DRIBBLING

FUMBLE

A player 
• Accidentally loses control
• Then regains control of a live on the playing court



DRIBBLING

NOT DRIBBLE

Successive shots 
for a goal

1 2
Throwing the ball against the backboard 

and regaining control of the ball



DRIBBLING

NOT DRIBBLE

Attempts to gain control of the ball by tapping it from the vicinity of other players
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DRIBBLING

NOT DRIBBLE

Tapping the ball from the control of another player
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DRIBBLING

NOT DRIBBLE

Deflecting a pass and 
gaining control of the ball

5
Tossing the ball from hand to hand and 
allowing it to come to rest in one or both 
hands before touching the court, provided that 
no travelling violation is committed
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DRIBBLING

NOT DRIBBLE

7
Fumbling the ball at the start or at the end of a dribble



DRIBBLING

RULE
A player shall not dribble for a second time after his first dribble has ended.



DRIBBLING

EXCEPTIONS

Second dribble is allowed if between the two dribbles, the 
player has lost control of the ball on the court because of

Shot for a goal

1
Touch of the ball 
by an opponent

2
A pass or a fumble that 
has touched or been 
touched by another player
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DRIBBLING

ILLUSTRATIONS

Shot for a goal

1
Touch of the ball by an opponent
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DRIBBLING

ILLUSTRATIONS

A pass or a fumble that has touched or been touched by another player
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PASS TOUCHES A PLAYER


